Dodge County Historical Society
Annual Meeting
April 22, 2025
Minutes

Members Present:  Jean Bartel, Nan Babcock, Lois Hancock, Tom Gall, Lori Kryzer
Members Absent:  Dallas Ness, Linda Jerviss
Staff:  None
Call to Order:  6:30
Election:  The results of this year’s voting are as follows:
Mary Sue Sandeno	82
Elaine French		76
Dale Rood		75
One (1) write-in: Mitch Miller
Attendance:  38

Reports
1.  Secretary’s Report – The minutes from 2024 were distributed. A motion was made by Rick Welsh with a second by Patti Krier to accept them.  Unanimously approved.
2.  Nan Babcock’s Report from 2024 – The highlights are as follows:
· First graders from Kasson Mantorville visited the museum in May
· Tom Gall and Annie Buresh made a visit to Kasson Mantorville’s 6th grade.
· DCHS hosted the Log Cabin at the Dodge County Fair in July with exhibits of Dodge County’s filling stations in the past.
· Fibers and Fenders, a fundraiser at Wasioja, was the last weekend in July.
· There were two history chats at Claremont Service Station; there was one at Westfield Church.
· DCHS with the West Concord Historical Society hosted Richard Staub, a WWII veteran.
· Christmas in Wasioja—The creamery was decorated and open.  Boxes of cookies were sold.  Wasioja Church had a service in the evening.
· Annie Buresh was a full-time employee for about 2 ½ years.  She has accepted a position at Cook County Historical Society, Grand Marais.  Her last day was April 4.
· Susan Hanson, a volunteer with DCHS, scanned 5,000 documents.
· Patti Krier, another volunteer scanned the birth and death records.
· DCHS has traveling exhibits that go to three locations:  Government Center in Mantorville, Prairie Meadows in Kasson and Kasson Library.
· Machine guns in the basement of the Museum – DCHS is working to get these guns legally certified.  This has been an ongoing project that will be resolved soon.
· Annie Buresh was part of a reciprocity program in southern Minnesota.  This is a group of managers from small museums who gather periodically to share ideas.  From this program she learned about digitizing microfilm.  DCHS has sent the boxes of microfilm to Newspapers.com for digitizing; this is a great benefit making research in newspapers much easier.
· The Museum will be open May 22, 2025.  Hours for this summer will be Thursday, Friday and Saturday 1:00 to 4:00.
· New membership cards will be coming out later this summer.
· Volunteers are the backbone of DCHS.  We welcome new volunteers.  Specifically, the DCHS needs a tech savvy person who will keep our webpage fresh and current.  There are other places to volunteer. The Log Cabin at the Fair needs to be staffed as well as the Museum during May – October.
 
3.  Treasurer’s Report - Tom Gall prepared a 15-page report, which any member can receive per request.  Highlights from Tom’s report are as follows:
· Alan Spaeth continues as the accountant.  In addition to monthly oversight, he prepares and files our taxes and yearly report to the Minnesota attorney general.  Accounting costs were $3695.
· Thank you to Linda Jerviss who has been the lead of our grant activities.
· Little Green Light is the mechanism used for tracking donations.
· Supplies for delicates materials totaled over $7,000.
· Insurance was $3,271.

· The Finance Committee is still one person, but the Society would like a committee of at least three people.  Members of the Society could volunteer for this; it does not need to be a board member.
· Dodge County is now supporting us with $8,500 yearly.  They also paid for Annie Buresh’s salary in the summer months when the Museum is open.
· Repairs for the Society are about the same every year - $9,700.
· The performance of the Rochester Area Foundation fund for 2025 was positive with a balance as of October 2024  -- $31,839.
· Our cash balance in MBT bank as of today is
$28,995-- xxx
$92,087-- savings
$2,547 – water tower fund
$5,022 – grant fund

A motion was made by Mary Ann Bucher with a second by Chris Snow to approve the Treasurer’s Report for 2024.  Unanimously approved.

4.  The speaker for this year was Helen Leqve, a Rosie Riveter.  Helen is 103 years old and was hired by the US government to work on aircraft for World War II.  The venue this year was Annadine’s on Main Street in Dodge Center.  A variety of cakes were baked by Jean Bartel and Jan Jech.  Coffee and cake was served for $7.50.  Other beverages could be purchased.

Respectfully submitted by
Lois Hancock, Secretary
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